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Garapa Decking 

BBS Timbers – Garapa Hardwood Decking 

Building Product Information Requirements (BPIR) 

 

Designated Building Product: Class 2 (Durability 15–25 years above ground) 

 

This BPIR is provided by BBS Timbers Ltd to meet the requirements of Schedule 1(d) of the Building (Building 

Product Information Requirements) Regulations 2022. 

 

Company Details 

Name: BBS Timbers Ltd 

Role: Importer & Supplier 

NZBN: 9429038401428 

Head Office Address: 27 Kioreroa Road, Whangārei, New Zealand 

Website: www.bbstimbers.co.nz 

Email: orders@bbstimbers.co.nz 

Phone: 0800 227 862 

 

Supplier Details 

Supplier: BBS Timbers 

Origin of Supply: South America  

 

Description of Building Product 

Garapa Hardwood Decking is a light golden-brown hardwood valued for its stability, fine grain, and durability. 

Responsibly sourced and kiln-dried to approximately 14% moisture content (+/- 2%), Garapa is naturally resistant to 

decay and insect attack, making it well-suited for above-ground exterior applications. It offers a consistent appearance 

that weathers to a silver-grey if left untreated and performs exceptionally in New Zealand’s varied climates. 

 

Key Technical Specifications 

• Thickness: 19–50 mm 

• Width: 65–250 mm 

• Timber Species: Garapa (Apuleia leiocarpa) 

• Durability: Class 2 (15–25 years above ground) per NZS 3602 

• Moisture Content: ~14% (kiln dried) 

• Finish: Smooth or custom profiles available 

• Maintenance: Periodic cleaning and re-coating recommended for sustained appearance and performance 
• Product is FSC 

 

Product Profiles 

Standard stocked profiles include: 

• 90 × 19 mm 

• 140 × 19 mm 

 

Relevant Building Code Compliance 

Garapa decking, when installed in accordance with BBS Timbers’ guidelines, meets the following NZ Building Code 

clauses: 
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• B1 Structure – NZS 3604 compliant 

• B2 Durability – Class 2, 15–25 years above ground (NZS 3602, Table 2A.7) 

• F2 Hazardous Building Materials – Complies 

 

Scope of Use 

• Residential and commercial exterior decking applications 

• Landscaping and boardwalk construction 

• Use with stainless steel 304 or 316 fastenings (316 recommended in coastal/high corrosion zones) 

 

Limitations 

• Not suitable for in-ground contact 

• Requires appropriate fixings to meet durability requirements 

• Seasonal timber movement (shrink/swell) is normal 

• Uncoated timber will naturally weather to a silver-grey patina 

 

Conditions of Use 

• Store dry, flat, and out of direct sunlight prior to installation 

• Install elevated above ground with adequate ventilation and drainage 

• Minimum 450 mm joist spacing for 19 mm thick boards 

• Install by a trade-qualified or LBP-registered builder in accordance with NZ Building Code and local council 

requirements 

 

Design Requirements 

• Compatible with standard NZ timber framing per NZS 3604 

• Provide spacing between boards to allow for airflow and seasonal movement 

• Ensure fixings penetrate adequately into the joists for secure attachment 

• Refer to BRANZ decking installation guide for instructions 

 

Maintenance Requirements 

• Clean periodically to remove debris and prevent mould/algae growth 

• Re-coat with a quality exterior penetrating oil or stain as needed (frequency varies by location and exposure) 

• Inspect fixings annually and replace if corroded or loose 
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