
 

 

Specification Sheet 

Gaboon/Okoume 
Europe 

  Common Name(s) Okoume, gabon 

  Scientific Name Aucoumea klaineana 

  Distribution Europe 

  Average Dried Weight 430 kgs/M3 

  Durability Moderate Durable 

  Janka Hardness (1,790 N) 

  Modulus of Rupture/Bending 

Strength 

(75 MPa) 

  Modulus of Elasticity/Stiffness (8.47 GPa) 

  Crushing Strength (32.6 MPa) 

 
 
 
 

Sizes 

• 52 MM thicknesses. 

• Random widths. 

Seasoning 

• Dries quickly and well; both kiln and air-drying methods are effective. Some slight distortion or checking may occur if not 
carefully handled.  

• Typically ends up around 10–18% after kiln drying. 

Characteristics 

• Heartwood varies from pale pink or salmon to light brown, darkening over time. Sapwood is whitish-grey to light and distinctly 
different. 

• Grain is generally straight, sometimes interlocked or wavy; texture is medium-coarse with a natural satin sheen. 

Working Qualities 

• Machines easily with sharp tools; however, its medium–high silica content can blunt cutters. 

• Glues, nails, and finishes well—though surfaces may feel fuzzy and may benefit from light planing or sanding. 

• Steam bending is poor due to low stiffness. 

Uses 

• Marine Construction: Light and water-resistant, used in boatbuilding (e.g., canoes, kayaks) often in epoxy/glass composites. 

• Furniture & Interior Joinery: Used for light furniture, cabinets, doors, window frames, and decorative panelling. 

• Musical Instruments: Suitable for guitar bodies, backs, and sides; prized for its light weight and tonal characteristics. 

Product Attributes 

• Offers a satin sheen and subtle “mahogany-like” colour—often called “Equatorial Mahogany”. 

• Dimensional stability is good, with modest shrinkage. 

• Workability: Smooth machining, good gluing, finishing, and shaping performance. 
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