
 

 

Specification Sheet 

Totara 
New Zealand 

  Common Name(s) Pokaka, Yellowwood 

  Scientific Name Podocarpus 

  Distribution Malaysia 

  Average Dried Weight 500 kgs/M3 

  Durability Moderately Durable 

  Janka Hardness (4.2 kN) 

  Modulus of Rupture/Bending 

Strength 

(75 MPa) 

  Modulus of Elasticity/Stiffness (10 GPa) 

  Crushing Strength (40 MPa) 

 
 
 
 
 

Seasoning 

• Totara is typically air-dried or kiln-dried to achieve a stable moisture content. It dries well with minimal shrinkage, checking, or 
warping, making it highly stable for various applications. 

Characteristics 

• Heartwood varies from golden brown to reddish-brown, with a pale yellow sapwood that is clearly distinguished. 

• Straight and even, with a fine and uniform texture. 

• Highly durable, particularly in ground contact and external applications. Resistant to decay and fungal attack. 

• Moderately hard, making it easy to work with while still offering good wear resistance. 

Working Qualities 

• Machines well with standard tools and holds detail effectively. 

• Accepts nails and screws well, often without the need for pre-drilling. 

• Bonds well with most adhesives, making it versatile for joinery applications. 

• Takes stains, oils, and finishes well, producing a smooth and polished surface. 

Uses 

• Valued for fine furniture, cabinetry, and panelling. 

• Used for mouldings, doors, window frames, and interior fittings. 

• Traditionally used for boat construction due to its durability and stability. 

• Suitable for non-structural applications such as cladding and decorative features. 

• Highly regarded for carving and intricate woodwork due to its fine grain and workability 

Product Attributes 

• High natural durability, especially in outdoor and ground-contact conditions. 

• Stable and resistant to warping, making it ideal for precision work. 

• Attractive grain and colour that deepen over time. 
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Product Limitations 

• Can be susceptible to insect attack if not treated. 

• Limited availability due to conservation efforts and sustainable harvesting practices. 

 
 


